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We Discover Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 


CIA did noe one we significant plece of inpometios on aa 
OSWALD before he shot President Kennedy. On 1 October 1963, our Mexico 
‘City Bhatien tutarteviek telephone call Lee OSWALD made fro soneplace 
ta btn eatypres Uae egret encanto tans using his Sun taaiws Speaking 
broken Russian and using his true vane, CSWALD was talkin to the Enbassy 
ware, serene who often answers eee Sais: Gils ke Gea sapttna 
the Babasay the previous Saturday (28 Septender 1963) ané spoken to a 
consul whose name he had peetiten, ea who ha@ promised to send a tele- 
‘gram for him to Washington. He wanted to know if heroes ae 
new." The guard sata {f the consul vas dark it was (Valeriy Vladmirovich) 
nia: tied wae acca laa ads ead eed the message 
bad. soGe out btu anever had been xeceived. He then hung up. 


Ths plooe of tnforaetion was produced fron a tolapicns tap EGE? 


a 
fulitch we operate jointly with the office of the President of Mexico It 
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See acreree rye einem em va 


OU a ae ae 


(officials, who have their own siadabieke Our joint center produces ireat_7 


Ri b 
peteesict telephone pa ch are transcribed and reviewed y our 


“sGall staff in Mexico City. By 9 October, the OSWALD telephone converaa- 
Vion of 1 October had been transcribed and a summary of it cablea to 
Washington. The name Lee OSWALD meant nothing special to cur Mexico 
City Station, but in their report they dia judge him to be on American 
male. | 

the cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October and savieg 
in our files, vhere it was immediately noted that the Lee OSWALD phoning 
‘the Soviet Enbassy seins City was probably the Lee OSWALD vho hea 
defected to the Soviet Union in 1959 and returned to the USA in 1962. On 
10 October 1963, the day after the report from Mexico City, CIA Headquarters 
sent out a cabled repurt anon Lee CSWALD's phone call to the Soviet 
Enbassy 3 the report vent to the FRI, ‘the Depart of State (oe 
OSWALD was a US citizen), and to the Havy Departnent (Because he vas a 


former Marine.) The cabled report to these atch hishlighted the 


SEGRET | } 
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liklihood that the Lee OSWALD et ie probably the former defector. 
A copy of this same cable was delivered by hand to the Ini cration ana 
Naturalization Service, with which we have no cable Link. The sare day 
a long cable vent out to Mexice City informing our Station of the back= 
ground of defector Lee OSWALD end asking for more information. Our Station 
vas instructed to pass its information on the phone call to the Mexico 
City offices of the FAI, the Enbessy, the as Attache, and the Imrigra- 
a ae ‘eiaiie Service. This was done. 

In ita original report of 9 October, Mexico City had said it had a 


photograph of an apparent American male leaving the Soviet Embassy on 


1 Cotober 1963, the day OSWALD phone there. A very sensitive operation 


in Mexieo City provides us vith secretly taken photographs of nany but not 
all visitors to the Soviet Embassy there, taken with telephoto lenses. 
Accordingly, ve cabled the Havy Department on 24 October 1963 asking for 


& photograph of Lee OSWALD from his Marine Corps days so we could compare 


' t v ‘| 


photos. We hed not received this photograph by 22 November 1963, but in 


any event, 1t turned. cut that. the man photographed outside the Soviet 
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Eubassy was not OSWALD anyway. Ag chance would have it, none of our 


several photo obsesation points in Mexico City had ever taken gn identi- 


fiable picture of Lee OSWALD. 

our Mexico City Station very often produces information Like this - 
on US citizens contacting Soviet bloc embassies in Mexico City. Frequently 
the information ve get is extremely incriminating, and on one or two 
occasions we have even been able to apprehend and return to the USA 
American military persennel who are attempting to defect. In all such 
cases, our Headquarters éesk requeste ani obtains the special permission of. 
the Deputy pirector for Plans to pass the derogatory information on a US 
‘edtizen to other government agencies. Derovatory information on Americans 
48 not treated routinely3 in cach case the DDP or his Assistant personally 
serutinize the tnfereetioo, make sure it is credible, and decide vhether and ; 


to whom it will be passed. Only in absolute emergencies is the Mexico City — 


Station authorized to pass such information directly to the FBI office in 
t _ . . ' - | 


the U.S. Embassy. 


At this writing (13 December 1963) we do not know what action the FBI 
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and other agencies may oo taken GS Rites cet We surmise that the 
FBI may have made local checks throush Mexican authorities to see if 

Tee OSHALD was actually in Mexico City oa 1 October. Indeed, later in- 
vestisation has confined all the details of his trip, vhere he stayed, 
end what he did. To avoid orvesing lines with the FBI, om Mexico Station 
cniaroermn dee Gemtiaustanneen: Az ve now knov, OSWALD left 
Mexico on 3 October and vas uo loaser there Veen our report was put outs 


{ Since this telephone tap operation is a joint one with the Mexican 
OT ar 


[ Presidency, the Mext 


x ERees eee ec, 


cans also ha@ the 1 October intercept on Les OswAID 


a a ~ 
5 but it apparently slumbered in their files until the assassination took 7 
ey a eal 


* place. 
22 Hovenber 1963 
Seen of the shooting of President Kennedy reached the offices : 
of mm operating diviatons and staffs on the afternoen of Friday 22 Hoven 
ver 1963, transistor radios vere turned on Sree follow the 
tragedy. Woen the name of Leo OSKALD vas heard, the effect was electric. 


A phone message from the FAI cane at about the same time, naming OSWALD 
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as the possible assassin and asking for traces. The nessace was passed 
on at once by the Chief CI, th. Angleton, to bir. Birch O'Heal of his 
Special Investigations Unit. Mrs. Betty Bgeter of this Unit imediately 
recognised the name of Lee OSWALD and went for bis file. At tke sanaf . 
time, Hrs. mt tegrah aha Wades tock Ghd aa ee ee 
Genigeshh Garces wees ieee tie ee Poe aa env 
after the same file. Mr. Reichhardt, Mexico Desk Chief, diias seas home on 
dea axel ska ieis nab Geet ae saa eee a 
OSWALD. While we vere preparing a cable to Mexico City asking them for 
more information on OSWALD, Mexico City itself heard OSWALD's name _ the 
ae of Austen broadcast ana cabled to us a reminder of the tneceaat ian 
the bee had sent i on hin. 

‘For the next week, a dozen people in the Agency vere continuously 
engaged in handling incoming meseases on the case, writing reports to be 
seats out, tracing tis nanee nentionsd, oo epdacchlag alias: within & 
week, eeu Gepeet Gall eee Oe to the White House, the State Depart- 
ment, and the FBI. Macy cables of guidance and Anquizy bed been gent to 
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our overseas stations, and many pieces of information on OSWALD and his 
wife had been received back. ‘The Mexico ctty Station researched its 
telephone taps very thoroughly and cane up with several more conversations 
probably involving OSWALD, but not actually mentioning this nase} these’ 
R .! 
connected him also to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. Several Mexicans 
were arrested and questioned ebout his activities, giving a good picture 
of what he was really up to. Meny conferences vere hela with the FBI 
\iaison officer vho asked us for certain actions and passed us information 


from the FBI investigation. Om.the mims side, a host of fabricators, 


some anonymous, bombarded overseas cnbassiea with spudious tips on the case, 


"most of which ve investigated. All of these are soon discredited, but they 


are still coming in. 

‘purtng thts phase of our vert, vo ocrved prinartly in support of the 
Fit, vhich wae entrusted by the President with the major responsibility for 
the investigation. ‘the FAI was too busy to supply us vith nach of ite 

‘ 


i ‘ t . | 
own inforration, but answers vere given to specific questions we posed to 


assist our investication. ‘The Department of State did photograph tte entire 


Orage 


pour vada ih 
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file on OSWALD and pass them to us, and the FRI gave us a copy of the 
Soviet Consular file on OSWALD which had been publicly aiven ~ the Eoviet 
Ambassador to the Secretary of State. On Fridsy 6 December 1963, Deputy 
Attorney General Katzenbach invited us to review the FBI's Sars: 
saci (uevcabe <a aceuicin cies sicueseure txt jeopardized ana that 
ow information vas correctly quoted. We found the report hizhly 
interesting and no threat to our security, as long ~ it was read only 
by the authirized investigative bodies. 

After the first few days, the CIA investigation of the case was 


bandlea at Headquarters by a small staff usually charged with investization 


' . gnd enalysis of the most important security cases, and by a fev officers 


‘and analysts of our Western Hemisphere Division. 


Reports From Mecrico 
_ AS soon as cur Maxico City Station realized that Lee OSWALD was the 


prime suspect, it began re-nereening all the written telephone transcripts 
; os 


\ ‘ { 


in its files covering the Soviet Enbassy for the pertinent period. ‘The 


actual tapes were also reviewed, bat many of them had been erased after the 


—_— g 
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normal two weeks walt. Several calls i ctieved to involve OSWALD were 
discovered and their contents cabled to Washington, where thayaeie 
disseminated to the White House, the State Departzent, tha Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. a 
OSWALD's name was not actually mentioned in these additional calls, 

but sintlarity of speech and various plain pointa of content link them 
to him. ‘These calls are summarized below in chronological order. 

Sct ee dca peer ces ree anes: the whole 


span of OSWALD's visit to Mexico City as later learneé from travel records. 


27 September - A man phones the Soviet Military Attache and 


‘says he needs a visa to go to Odessa. Man answering saya he should call 


15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller asks for the address, and it io 
siven to him. (There is no special reason for Linking this call to OSWALD.) 
2] feptenber, 4:05 PH - The Cuban Consulate phoned the Soviet 


Constlate. Silvia Duran, Mexican national clerk of the Cuban Consulate 


re : ; vy 


talkea to a Soviet official, saying that a male American citizen wes at the 


Cuban Consulate asking for a transit visa to pass through Cuba on his way 


teri 2 
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to the Soviet Union. She wants to — to whom he iteda in the Servlet 

| ‘Consulate and who tola him he would have no problem about it. ie a Soviet 
yiea 1s assured, the Cuban Consulate can grant him a transit visa and 
staply notify Cuban imsigration authorities. The Soviet first asks her, 
to wait, ena then she has to explain the whole thing over agnin to another 
Spite iobPtictalis ane titan: kaw eoreniess Tania sua ptmdees Goa tee 
back. Silvia DURAN conelndes this cali by telling the Soviet she herself 
cs sctvca cclp isda Snes ean wliereew tee ene Movie auetey See i) 
asks her to phooe (Sergey Semencvich) KUKEARENKO (Second Secretary who pute 
out the Bulletin) to give him the new address and he asks who the Cuban 

Cultural Attache is. Silvia DURAN gives the Attache's name a3 Teresa 
PROEIWZA end adds her telephone nunber. | 

sd ‘ios vals A edvlet eeviniet eats Sivan Doela 

beck end tells her thet the “American” had been to see the Soviet’s and | 


shown them a letter from the Soviet Consulate in Washington in@icating that 
" y * sf 


he bad been waiting for visas for hinself and his wife to co to the Soviet 


Union for a long time, but that no answer had come fros Washington, adding 


roe wrt y 
Seatet 7¢ 
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that the wait was sometimes four or five sonths. ‘The "American" had 
wicca aces ialaina) Late alien ea ea ecneas oe dace eiitacaatie 
favor of Cuba and had clatned that the Cubans could not give hia a vise 
without a Russian vise. Stivia DUM rejeins that they have the sane 
problems the “American” is still at the Consulate; they cannot give him a 
transit visa unless he 1s assured of « Soviet visa, even though he just | 
wants to ge to Caba to Watt there for his Soviet visa to be granted. He 
toes not knew enyoas in Cube. they end the conversation on this note. 
hiteia Deeal nape Ciatialee WiLL Rote tuiw ba Rie Mads naa Ge Soviet 
concludes by saying, “Besides be 16 not known.” He excuses biaself’ for the 
Anconventence he has coused and Silvia DORM says it 1s all rizht. 

28 Septen ber = Silvia DURAN calls the Soviet Msbessy from the 
Cutan Consulate, She says that she has the Avertoan with her again, The + 
Soviet ansvering asks ber to wait.’ When another Soviet takes up the pine, 
Stivia puts the Anerican oa. The Amrican tries to talk Russian to the 
covlet vino onmvers in English. he Anerican sie hin to speak Rassias. The 


American says that he had been in the Soviet Enbassy and spoken with the 


bs “@ 
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Consul, and that they nna taken his er eery The Soviet replies that he 
knows that. the &merican then says, somewhat enismatically: me dia not 
sty de nies a eant te the Cuban Eubessy to ask thes for ny address 
because they have it." ‘The Soviet invites him to stop by again and give, 
then the ediress, aod the American azrees to do 50. (In this conversation, 
the American was speaking hardly recognizable Rugsian. ) 

As far as our records shov, OSWALD a14 not phone the Soviet ar Cuben 
Zubaseies again until Tuesday 1 October 1963. Pay ene eee 
Sunday and a Monday. The contents of his later calls seem to show. he 
ala not contact the Soviets on those days. 


1 October, 10:32 AM - A man calls the Soviet Military Attache in 


broken Russian ané says he had been at their place the previous Saturday 


(28 Septenber) and talked to their Consul. They had said they would send | 
e telegram to Washington, and he vanted to know if there were anything nev. 
The Soviets ask him to call another phone mmber and gives him 15-60-55, say~ 

' 7 ane 


ing to ask for a Consul. 


1 October 10:45 AK = (This is the phone call in which OSWALD 


VAL DA 


- 
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used his true name and which waa therefore cabled to Washington on 9 
October 1963.) Lee OSWALD callea the Soviet Eubassy and annoumcea his 


ovn name, saying he bad visited them the previous Seturday and spoken 


a 


with a Consul. ‘They had sald they vould send a telegras to Washington,’ 


and he wanted to know Sf there were anything nev. fe did not romenter 
the name of the Consul. The Soviet, who was Enbassy guard CBYEDXOY 
repliedt "KOSTINOYs he is dark.”® OSWALD replied: tek: May neue as 
OGWALD.” id Saviatbiiaiek ‘wilaee te oy a mada Gala tian ete 
hadn't received anything yet. OSWALD asked if they hadn't done anything 


end the guard replied they had sent a request but that nothing bad been 


' received as yet.” OSWALD started to say: "And what...", but the Soviet 


3 October 1963 ~ A man speaking broken Spanish at first and then’ 
siete the earistlieiiuay Reach wa ease oon ee. the 
Attache" ottice referred hin to the coumilate, ctving the mater neeoee: 
sap, Collen: waste demas,“ dha eteacts seeies iia ineacies 


ware +f 
Seok. 


7 . / 


ie 
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queation about whether the caller could set @ visa, and the conversation 
ended. (There is-no special reason to tie thts in with OSWALD, whe is now 


known to have re-entered the US at Laredo the same day. ) 


Bince the operation through which we tap the Soviet Embassy phones; 


(in Mexico City is managed jointly with the office of the President of ; 


_ (seaclco, the information on Lee OSWALD also case to the attention of 
Fresident LOPEZ Matecs after 22 Hoveaber. The next day, 23 Bovenber, he 
called it to the attention of our Chief of Station, vho was already 
working feverishly on the case, Sintlerly, the Mexicana noticed the. 
involvenent ef Cuban Consular employee Silvia DURAN, s Mexican netienal. 
Our Station sugsested that she be arrested and interrogated about OSWALD. 
Tho Mexican authorities had the sae idea and she and her buwhend vere 
arrested on 23 Hoveaber 1963, tn the midet of a party at thety bow. ALL 
the guests were goon relensed but Silvia and her hnaband vere questioned 
ase released on 25 Hoveaber 1963, | | 

Silvia's husband, Horacio DURAN Navarro, an industrial destucer, 


raid under police interrogation that when OSWALD was nemed as the assassin 


motes 
t 
“oe 
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of President Kennedy, his wife had recognized the name nnd recalled she 
i laa ee OSHA nes Seca bs pal ese ia a ana eee 
is Seabiaise whe hak aid lee “Gen é0th he Sieriet Conmdinte ai Get 
to find out whether he iad a Soviet visa. Horacio DURAN recallea hie, wife 
had satd OSHALD becene anery and she hea to call out the Cuban Consul, 
Eusedio AZCUE, to quiet hin. | 

Bilvia DURAN told the same story. seceenmeniee eyspathizer with 
Cuba and had vorkea for the Mextcan-Cuban Institute of Cultural Relations. 
She recalled OSWALD well, described him accurately, related how he haa 


wanted a Cuban visa but could not get one witheut the assurance of a Soviet 


visa, and remenberea his tiff with the Consul. Ske admitted she had phoned 


the Soviet Enbassy about hin. : A 


‘The sum total of the statements of Silvia DURAN ana ber huasbend vas. 


to confirm that OSWALD was in Hezice to cet a Cuban visa so he could watt 


in Cuba for his Soviet visa. ‘The Soviet Consular file passed to the State 


t 
i t : { 


Department in Washington by the Soviet Enbassy confirms n long exchange 


petween first, Mrs. Marina OSWALD, and later her husband, and the Soviet 


eee tel tend 
ie tee beh 
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Consnlate in Washington about their requests for permission to return to ; 
the Soviet Union. OSWALD was still writing to the Soviets in Washington 
about this as late as 9 November 1963. 

| Silvis DURAN vas arrested asain on 27 Hovenber and held until 29 
Eovenber. sis eat wbaenaeiny Gis ein ia) weer eae 

Well-placea sources within the Cuban Exbassy in Mexico City stated — 
that when Silvia DURAN vas released fren police arrest the first time on 
25 Novesber, she vas quite pleased vith herself. She told ber collearues 
the same story set out above, adding only that the Mexican police had 
threatened to extradite her to the United States to confront Lee Harvey 

- OSWALD. ee ne ene ee ee 

een death vas eonbre. = Gate, there is no} credible infornation in 
sepals tiite Sala eae a Ga i eee ee 
or the Cuban intelligence service, 

the vole question of vietber Lee OSWALD hed axy secret: conection 


‘ 
| 


vith the Soviets or Cubans in Mexico cannot yet be answered, but certain 


parts of the evidence indicate to the contrary. Silvina DURAN and the 


ee - 
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Soviet Consular officials spoke of him ie a man with “no friends in Cuba” 
sts ey Ga aca aad Gag Gan Gok ah i Boia names, Cats 
other. ‘The very openness of his visits and the phone calla speak ageinst any 
en Bis trip to Mexico vas not iteelf a secret acts he traveled 
under his real naae or 9 close variant of it, Lived openly in Mexican 
hotels, and corresponded with the Eovlets through the open mailf about 
. it wren be got back to the US. ia Gellg Gop alesse sau edceueiy asi 
necessary because it was the nearest Cuban diplematic ieaees ia tisatuiaxe 
he conld apply for a visa. 

A perplexing aspect of OSWALD's trafficking with the Cubans and 
- Soviets in Mexico City is his assertion in his call of 23 September that he 
aia not know his edéress when he was at the Soviet Consulate and cane to 
sera Casale etaita they had it, It ts herd to explain just via 
he meant, but it should be remewbered that be was talking in Russian, a © 


languace he coulda not manaze, and that when ke came to Mexico he was in the 


i 
i t : \ 


process of moving from Hew Orleans to Texas. He may not have memorized 


his new eddress in Texas, whatever it was, and may not have been able to 


Iran ’ 
a 
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lay hands on it when he was in the Soviet Consulate that @ay. Perhaps 
he had earlier given the addresg to Silvia DURAN and wanted to Look it 
up on her card. 

A particularly sinister aspect of OSHALD's aeslinzs vith the Soytets 
in Mexico City arises from the liklihood that ne net vith Soviet Consul 
Valeriy Visdinirovich KOSTIXOY. In his 1 October phone call to the 
Soviet Enbaszy, the guard OBYEDADY suggests that the Consul CSWALD haa 
talked to vee KOBTINOY if be vas dark. OSWALD seess to agree vith this, 
but the identification is very casual. In his 9 November letter to the 
Soviet Consulate in Washingten, OSWALD gives the nane of the man he’ dealt 


with as "KOSTIH,” but there fs no person of that exact name in the Soviet 


Embassy in Mexico City. KCSTINOY is accredited as a Consular Attache and 


does actually do a lot of consular work, but he is believed to be a 
Boviet XGB officer, and it is believed that be works for Departuent 13 of 


the KCB, the Departaent charged with sabotage and assassinations. The 
tt ' voy 


suspicion that KOSTIXOY is a KGB officer arose from his work habits, and 
his association with other EGB officers. It was bariened when it was 


——T z 
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pune thet. be Ranesea. a Reviet erent whoiwas trained 15 do Sabotace: | 
sabbupanc tha vo Raise tate asset bres Ha Gabteas wan cerices ene ae 
definitely known to werk for the 13th Department. It is cenerally true 
in KGB vork that sabotage agents are handled only by 13"Department 
officers. 

Exbassy guard Ivan Ivanovich OBYEDXOY is hiuself believed to be a 
KGB nan frem previous vices aia tated aie But 
unless some direct evidence of Soviet complicity is discovered, it is 


most likely that OSWALD's dealing with KGB men OBYRDKOV and KOSTIKOY was 


nothing more than a prim coincigence, a coincidence due in part to the 


Soviet habit of placing intelligence men in the Embassies in positions 


where they receive a large portion of the visitors an& phone calls. All 


of the five consular officers in the Soviet Enbassy are known or suspected | 


intelligence officers. Certainly if OSWALD baa been a Soviet ayent in 


training for an assassination assignment or even for sabotage vork, the 


Soviets would have atopped hin from paking open visits and phone calls to 


the Soviet Eubassy in Mexico after he tried it a couple of tines. Our 
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experience in Mexico, studying the Soviet intelligence service at close 
range, indicates that they do make some mistekes and are sosetines insecure — 
in their metho@s, but that they do not persist in such glaring errors. 


aoe 


Some insight on the Cuban attitude toward the arrest of Silvia DURAN aoe 

@ oi 0 
and the involvement of the Cuban Consulate in the OSWALD case can be 
gained froa two intercepted phone calls made between Cuban President 


Osvaldo DORTICOS an@ Caban Ambassador to Mexico Joequin HERNANDEZ Armas on 


26 cUovember 1963, the day after Silvia DURAN was released fron her first 


arrest. At 09:40 AW that morning, President DORTICOS phoned the Ambassador 


fre Havana and asked him ceveral questions about a report which the 


Anbassador had eent in on the arrest of Silvia DURAY and the Lee OCWALD 


ease. Tie whole conversation is consistent with the theory that OSWALD 


terely vaunted a visa. ‘The Ambassador did mention the altercation which 

OSWALD hed with Consul AZCUB, and he says that Mexican police bruised 

Silvia DURAN's arms a Little shaking her to impress her with the importance 
‘ 


i t | 
of their questions. Tkey had asked her if she had been intimate vith 


OSWALD and she bad denied it. President DORTICCS twice asked Ambassador 


Re 
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worse) 
HERNANDEZ whether the Mexican police had asked Silvia DURAN questions 
about “money,” and the President apparently wanted to know whether the 


Mexicans thought the Cubans had paid OSWALD money. USRSANDEZ insisted 


the Mexicana’ had net offered Silvia DURAN money, and DORTICOS gave a 
up trying to put acrose his point, President DORTICOS instructed 
ees niee Ve enep eareba asain: sii ig Dome aad Aerpieee bk wack: 

At 7:39 PM that evening Ambassador HERNANDEZ did call President 
DORTICOS back, saying be had questioned "that eee again and ske has 
nothing new to naa. President — returns to the issue of whether 


"they had threatened her so that she vould make a statement that the 


Consulate haa given money to the mantt"that American.” But Ambassador 


RERIASDRZ, persists in wisunderstanding DORIIGOS, ansven in the negative, 

liane, "Absolutely nothing vas given to her." DOREIGOS scene to give ” 

up, and the conversation dies out after a few more general remarks. 
We do not know for sure what made President DORTICOS prese for informa-— 
i" ' oe hn 


tion about Cuban money passed to OSWALD, but rusors vere current in Mexico 


and even, we understand, in the USA, that OSWALD had returned from Mexico 


2: 
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City with about $5,000. Perhaps DORTICOS was trying to learn whether 
the Hexican police believed that the Cubans had financea OSWALD. In any 
event, the Cuban Covermeent sent the Maxicans a stiff note of protest 


over the arrest and detention of Silvia DURAN, but the Mexicans 


oy 


rejected the note. 


eles 2 gt 
tt © 


